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Principal Examiner Wilkinson and its history, modern dentistry having: 
developed largely during the period 

I 
T is not given to many men to hold when the class was in his charge. 

State Knox and the newly appointed Sec· 
retary of the Interior, Walter Lowrie 
Fisher, made adaresses of welcome. The 
address of Mr. Knox was translated into 

side of the sinking vessel hanging to a 
rope. 

Principal Examiner Jno. F. MacNab 
one office for more t han forty years or In addition to his office duties, Dr. 

to remain in one employment for nearly Willdnson has been of much service 
fifty years, and the honor is that much 

French for the benefit of the non-English A LTHOUGH Mr. John Frederick Mac-
abroad, having made five trips to Europe speaking delegates, and distributed prior Nab has resided in Washington for greater when the office is so important for the Paten.t Office. T.he 

and so hono'rable as that of principal ex-
aminer in the United States Patent Of. 

Dr. A. G. Wilkinson. 

He was a member to his appearance on the platform. more than twenty years, he still, with 
of the international jury of award at the language of the conference is in French, the persistency that should characterize 
Paris Expositions of 1878, 1889, and and ex-Ambassador Charlemagne Tower a Scot of his plaid, retains his legal resi-
1900, and was president of one section of Philadelphia, who was formerly ac- dence at Clinton, Worcester County, 
of the International Patent Congress of credited to the Court at Berlin, was 
Paris in 1889. elected permanent president. Mr. Tower, 

It seems fitting that Dr. Wilkinson as president of the conference, and Mr. 
should be connected with patent matters, Edward Bruce Moore, Commissioner of 
for his ancestors back to colonial time,: Patents, as chairman of the delegation of 
have been inventors. Wilkinson and the United States, will be the hosts at a 
Slater had the first cotton mill in this formal dinner in honor of the foreign 
country at Pawtucket, R. I., and the old delegates, which will take place at the 
mill is still running. Jeptha Wilkinson, New Willard on the 27th instant. The 
one of the family, was in interference President will also receive the delegates 
with Hoe in the invention of the rotary at the White House, but beyond these two 
printing press, and while Hoe won, functions no social events will take place 
Jeptha and his descendants have ever until after the conference has finished its 
since been manufacturing and running deliberations. Although an elahorate 
rotary presses in England. Another of programme for the entertainment of the 
the family invented the sliding lathe, delegates had bee'll planned, upon the as
and the United States Congress gave him sumption that the sessions would not be 
$10,000 reward when the invention was continuous from day to day, it was an· 
adopted in the government shops. In nounced by M. George:; de Ro, of the 
1816 Job Wilkinson patented a boring Belgian delegation, and p�rmanent vice
and mortising machine; Jeptha Wilkin·· president of the Washington conference, 
son was the inventor of a machine for that owing to the great importance of the 

John F. MacNab. 

fice. Dr. A. G. Wilkinson was appointed making weaver's reeds; Israel Wilkin- matters before the conference, and on ac· Massachusetts. While he passed his 
assistant examiner in the Patent Office son invented machines for cutting count of the extr·eme heat already en- youth in New Hampshire and Massa
in 1864, and became principal examiner screws, and Jeremiah Wilkinson in. countered in Washington at this season chusetts, he is a native by birth of New 
in 1868. Prior to his appointment after vented machines for cutting and bend- of the year, the conference was anxious Jersey, having been born at Paterson in 
graduating at Yale, he spent some time ing wire for carding machines, and the to make all possible speed toward the that State shortly after the close of the 
in studying medicine in Paris, going shears used by him in 1777 for making termination of the vast amount of work civil war. Completing his high school 
thence to Heidelberg. Later he was pro- the first tacks and nails of cold iron are which has been laid out for them. The education at Clinton, Mass., he entered 
fessor of languages at the University of now in the possession of the Historical propositions of the various nations are the Worcester Polytechnic Institute, 
Missouri. Society of Providence, R. I. All of the to be taken up separately and considered graduating from its Mechanical En .. 

During his term of service in the Wilkinsons above referred to are de- in committee, and submitted to the con· gineering Department in 1887 as 

Patent Office, he has seen many' com· scendants of Capt. Lawrence Wilkinson, ference for vote. Mr. Max Georgii. of Bachelor of Science. Being a practical, 
missioners come and go and has wit· who was banished from England by' 'iVashington, D. C., has been added to as well as a highly developed theoretical 
nessed many changes in the practice and Cromwell and came to what is now the Washington delegation as expert mechanical engineer, Mr. MacNab, witb 
mode of doing business before the office. Providence, R. 1'., in 1647. attache and adviser, with Mr. Maurice M. two of his classmates, was engaged to or-
He had been examiner for some year� Moore as secretary. ganize and institute a system of manual 
before the great Commissioner Fisher's The Opening of the Conference at The delegate on behalf of Mexico, training in the District of Columbia, and 
administration. He is by many years Washington of the International Senor Don Jose de las Fuentos, arrived the superiority of the manual training 
the dean of the corps of examiners. 

Union for Protection of In-
on the day' of the preliminary conference. establishment in the district high schools 

He has had charge of surg.ical instru- Senor de las Fuentos was on board the to-day is due in no little part to the 
ments, builders' hardware, including dustrial Property ill-fated steamship "Merida," which was earnest, intelligent efforts of the organ .. 
locks and latches, and has given much T HE preliminary International ses- rammed off the VirginIa Capes by the izers. 
close personal attention to the subject sion of the Conference was held on "Admiral Farragut," and is wearing his Seeking what seemed a larger field of 
of dentistry, being an expert in that par- Monday the 15th; on Tuesday occurred hand in a bandage as the result of in- usefulness, Mr. MacNab, in 1891, re
ticular art, both as to its present state the fOl'mal opening, when Secretary of juries sustained while coming over the signed his position as director of iron 

Delegates who are taking part in the International Conference for the Protection of Industrial Property, at Washington. 

© 1911 SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, INC



532 

and steel work in the scllQols to accept a 

position as assistant examiner in the
Patent Office, and was assigned to Di·· 
vision 14, which was his official home 
until his appointment as principal ex·· 
aminer in June, 1909. 

He completed the regular and post
graduate courses in the National Law 
School, and is a member of the bar of 
the Supreme Court of the District of Co
lumbia and of the Court of Appeals of 
said district. 

While in Division 14 Mr. MacNab 
handled the classes in Sheet Metal Work· 
ing, including Sheet Metal Ware Mak
ing, Metal Bending, Metal Working' 
Tools, Packing and Storing Vessels, 
Metal Ornamenting, and Personal Wear 
Making. He is an expert, and one of the 
leading authorities in the art of can 
making, and fairly revels in the intri· 
cacies of the complicated machines which 
were added in large number to that art 
during recent years, when the class de· 
veloped in the evolution from simple 
hand and foot operated devices to the 
perfected automatic machines of to-day. 

Division 5, known as the fine arts di·· 
vision, now in his charge, includes music, 
bookbinding, jewelry and harvesters. It 
is left to the reader to trace any' rela
tion between music and harvesters or 
bookbinding and jewelry. The bringing 
together of the four classes named is 
consistent in at least one respect. It is 

SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN 

ington and calling upon those who might 
be interested in opposing the issue of 
said leltters patent to appear at the of· 
fice of the attorney' general before the 
day of hearing specified, for the pur
pose of explaining their objections. This 
proceeding is doubtless in accordance 
with the laws of the Orange Free State 
Province. 

A Gas Range Invention That is 
Needed.-In the domestic use of gas 
ranges by servants, much needless ex .. 
pense is incurred by the servant leaving 
the gas lighted in the range when not in 
use, and especially is this so in some 
forms of range in which the flame of the 
burner is not visible. Sometimes the 
servant will leave for the night and the 
gas will burn until morning. It seems 
that some one could provide an indi
cator or an alarm or some other means 
to indicate to the householder that the 
gas in the range is burning. Just how 
this can be best effected would require 
invention, possibly of a high order, but 
the field is a large one and should be at-
tractive to inventors working along such 
lines. The mechanism might include au
tomatic shutting off devices somewhat 
similar to those used for turning off 

The Need of a Fireproof Patent Of
fice. -Every large fire teaches its lesson 
and a burning like that of the Albany 
Capitol wherein public records are de
stroyed brings home to those interested 

trical current of an ordinary light or 
power supply. Of course, ozone may be 
formed by the passage of an electric 
spark through the air, but what is sought 
is ,an ()zone apparatus w,hioch can be 
hand.led commercially in the manner 
specified. 

A Punching Bag that Is Almost 
Human. -A patent was recently' issued 
to Nicholas W. White of Syracuse. N. Y., 
for a punching bag app·ar'atus in which 
a punching bag is suspended from a 
ceiling track which is tortuous, so that 
when the bag is struck in addition to 
swinging and rebounding from the ceiling 
in the ordinary manner, it will travel 
relatively to the ceiling, and consequently 
the person exercising cannot judge in 
what direction the bag will rebound and 
move, and will be compelled to follow the 
bag in order to strike it, thus quickening 
the eye and exercising the legs and lower 
portion of the body as well as the arms 
and shoulders. 

Legal Notes 
Are "White Lead" and "Calcimine" 

Descriptive of the Same Properties?
The Court of Appeals of the District of 
Columbia in March held in deciding the 

clear there is no more connection be·· 
tween any given two than between any 
other two. The division, however, is an 
important one, the music, harvesting and 
bookbinding arts being particularly 
active at all times, and all containing 

in similar records a warning that should inventions involving mechanisms ot 
not be disregarded. The recorded transgreat intricacy of operation and compli .. 

may be induced to use calcimine instead 
upon the representation that it i.J cheaper 
and when put upon the wall cannot be 
distinguished from oil paint by anyone 
but an expert, does not make a con
fusion in trade." The decision reversed 
that of the Commissioner of Patents :ms
taining an opposition filed on behalf of 
the National Lead Company. 

cation of structure for accomplishing re- fers of interests under patents in 

suits of the most delicate nature in some the United States Patent Office are 

instances, as in automatic musical in. probably the only record evidence of 
the' titles to millions of dollars instruments, and of producing a tremend· 

ous output in others, as in automatic vested in patent rights. It is well to President Taft as a Judge in Patent 

bookbinding machines and in harvesters, recall how these evidences of title are Causes. -In the white light of his pres

self-binders, etc. safeguarded against fire. These records ent high position, we are in some danger 

Mr. MacNab's long experience in the include nearly 2,250 record volumes, each of losing sight of the great ability ex

office, capacity for technical and difficult containing five hundred pages and each hibited by President Taft as a patent 

work, legal training and fine sense of book is fourteen and one-half inches long, jurist, as evidenced by his decisions when 

patentability espeeially fit him for his twelve inches wide and about two inches sitting as a federal judge. Many of his 

position in charge of a difficult division. thick. It does not require calculation to decisions are notable, and had the bench 

Although Mr. MacNab has been a demonstrate that considerable space is been so fortunate as to have retained 

principal examiner but two years, he 
seems like a veteran, and fits in with the 
radically different classes from those he 
previously conducted, like the covering 
on a well-gloved hand. We sometimes 
speculate as to what a man would be if 
he occupied another position. If Mr. 
MacNab were not a Patent Office ex
aminer, in which field he daily demon·. 
strates his fitness and usefulness, we 
hazard the opinion that he would be a 
bank 'president, Secret.ary of the T'reas-
ury or ,something e1se in the line for 
which his financial abiiity admirably 
qualifies him. 

Notes for Inventors 
"Squeezing" Gasoline from Natural 

Gas.-In the oil and gas regions consid .. 
erable interest is developing in the ex .. 
tracting, or as it is sometimes called 
"squeezing" of gasoline from natural gas, 
amI some patented improvements are be
ing exploited. The idea of liquefying 
gases is not, however, a new one, and a 

process quite similar to that followed in 
some modern gasoline plants was de
scribed in the seventies by' Coleman, a 

Scotch scientist, whose "Mechanical Re· 
frigeration," Vol. 2, wi.Jl prove a valu
able reference for anyone desiring to 
pursue this subject more in detail. 

req"ired for their storage. In addition President Taft, there is little doubt he 
to ·C.,elSe records books, there are about would have attained a celebrity as a 
four hundred and thirty-six Digests of patent judge equal to that of Justices 
Assignments in which all the recorded Blatchford and Bradley. His facility and 
deeds are llriefe-l and indexed. Now clearness of expression are shown in 
these books are of great value to all in- Thomson-Houston vs. Ohio, in which he 
terester in th� property interests secured says: 
by patent rights and no provision what- "From the earliest times, all who take 
ever is made for protecting them against part in a trespass, either by actual par
fire. They are stored on wooden shelves ticipation therein or by aiding and abet
in a hall which was "gutted" by the Pat- ting it, have been held to be jointly and 
ent Office fire of 1877 and in the event severally liable for the injury inflicted. 
of a similar fire it is feared the books 
would be destroyed, as their great num
ber would render their removal imprac
ticable. This condition of affairs is 
doubtless deplored by the Commissioner 
of Patents and his subordinates more 

There must be some concert of action be
tween him who does the injury and him 
who is charged with aiding and abetting, 
before the latter can be held liable. 
When that is present, however, the joint 
liability of both the principal and the 

than by any one else, because they ap· accomplice has been invariably enforced. 
preciate the importance of the records If this healthful rule is not to apply to 
and their liability to destruction. It has trespass upon patent property, then, in
been suggested that that section of the deed, the protection which is promised by 
old model hall be made into a vault fire- the constitution and laws of the United 
proofed according to modern methods and States to inventors is a poor sham. Many 
furnished with metallic shelving of ca- of the most valuable patents are combina. 
pacity to hold not only the volumes now tions of non-patentable elements, and the 
on hand, but those which will accumu- only effective mode of preventing in
late in the years to come. It is hoped fringement is by suits against those who, 
that this or some similar fireproof stor- by furnishing the parts which distin-
age space may be provided for these 
most valuable records. 

Wanted: More Ozone to Breathe.-The 

guish the combination, make it possible 
for others to assemble and use the com
bination, and who, by 'advertisement of 

president of a manufacturing com.pany in the sale of such parts and otherwise, in

...... _ ____ ... ::::s: 
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RECENTLY PATENTED INVENTIONS. 
These columns are open to all patentees. The 

notices are inserted by special arrangement 
with the inventors. Terms On application to the 
Advertising Department qf the SCIENTIFIC 
A)IERICAN. 

Of Interest to D'armers. 

SA�'E'.rY TRANSMISSION DEVICE.-A. M. 
LEONI, New York, N. Y. This invention refers 
to transmission gears for use on mowing mao 
chines, and it is an Improvement on the struc .. 
tures disclosed in two U. S. Patents formerly 
granted to Mr. Leoni. An object is to provide 
an efficient and durable mechanism which will 
permit the driving member to rotate relatively 
to the driven member when the engine iSI 
subjected to a sudden and unusual load. 

Of General Interest. 

NAME TAG FOR UMBRELLAS.-JUNJI 

lIfASKO, Box 495, Indianapolis, Ind. This im
provement renders the identification of um
brellas easy and certain, will make it easy to 
trace one in case it is lost 01' mislaid, will pre
vent discussion of ownership, and will avoid 
unsightly marking of umbrellas by initials. 
The metals proposed to be used in making the 
ferrules are aluminum or thin sheets of cop· 

MINERAL BRIQUET.-G. K. HOLLISTER, 
JR., New York, N. Y. This briquet is formed 
of finely divided minerai materials, such as 
iron ore, found in abundance in sand, low 
grade iron ores, found In earth, decomposed 
rOCk, etc., with a bindel', to permit of con
veniently, economically and quickly forming 
the mass into briquets for almost immediate 
use, in a smelting furnace for smelting the 
mineral materials. 

INTERLOCKING BRICK.-p. YENGST, New 
York, N. Y. The intention in this instance 
is to provide an interlocking brick, more espe
cially designed for use as a fire brick In the 
lining of boiler furnaces and the like, and 
arranged to insure a secure and firm inter
locking of successive courses as well as Inter
locking of the bricks in the same course, to 
hold the same f,rom shifting in any direction. 

W lI.TER CARRIER.-J. C. TRULOVE, Shoals, 
N. C. The object of this improvement is to 
provide a device which is designed to run on 
a suspended wire or cable extending from a 
well, spring 01' other source of water, to the 
place where it is to be delivered, which may be 
manipulated by means of a single cord or 
cable for rais.ing water, and also for trans
porting it. 

DEVICE FOR RETAINING FILLINGS IN 

TEETH.-WILLIAM F. BADER, Post Office Box 
208, Montgomery, W. Va. The invention illus
trated is an improved retaining de·vice for use 
in filled teeth and has for an object to p rovide 
a simple device to be placed in a large tooth 
cavity and to be cemented in place and having 

Patents in Orange Free State Province. 
-I'n one of the Washington papers 
there appeared recently a "special no
tice" signed by the Minister of Justice of 
the government of the Union of South 
Africa (Orange Free State Province), 
making it known that an ,application f.or 
a patent for a certain invention had been 
filed in the office of the attorney general 
of said government by a certain person 
resIding at a place specified in Wash-

the Middle West says he is not satisfied tentionally solicit and promote such in- DEVICE 1!'OB ru;TAINING FILLINGS IN TEETH. 

with the atmospheric conditions in which vasions of the patentee's rights." 
we .are Hying, that we need more ozone Judge Taft's decision in Stearns vs. 
for its directly beneficj.al results as well Russell fs a leading one on the important 
as for its purifying and disinfecting subject of double use while that of Chris
actions, and suggests the desirability of ty vs. Seybold is one frequently quoted 
producing a commercial form of ozone to-day. When on the Circuit bench Mr. 
generating apparatus that can be placed Taft's associates were Justices Day and 
on the desk or bench of a worker and Lurton, both of whom now grace the Suo 
be coupled up and opera.ted by the elec-

J 
pre me Court. 

means which facilitate the anchoring of the 
retaining device in the cavity in such manner 
as to secure the retaining device in place so 
that the cement wi 11 operate to SUppOl·t a weak 
tooth, the securing device having projecting 
means for engagement with the overlying 
metallic filling. 

BURIAL, VAULT AND RECEPTACLE .. -J. 

T. BOND, Palatka, Fla. The purpose of this 
Invent10n Is to provide an Inexpensive and 
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